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PSAL M CVII. 14 7 1 
O that men would praiſe the Lokp for 


his goodneſs, and for bis wonderful 
works to the children of men. | 


HERE is ſcarceany Duty of Re- 
[ ligion more commonly neglected, 
T or more ſlightly performed, than 
that of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 
ze Senſe of our Wants puts us 
upon begging. Favours from Gop, and the 
Conſciouſneſs of our Sins conſtrains us to de- 
precate his Wrath; thus Intereſt and Self- 
love ſend us to dur Prayers, But alas! how 
mall a Part bath an ingenuous Gratitude in 
| Sr ET: RE 


4 7 be Duty and Pleaſure 


our Devotion? How ſeldom are we ſerious 
and hearty in our Acknowledgements of the 
divine Bounty? The ſlender Returns of this 
Nature which we make, are many Times a 
formal Ceremony, a Preface to uſher in our 
Petitions for what we want, rather than any 
ſincere Expreſſion of our thankful Acknow- 
ledgement for what we have recieved. Far 
different was the I'emper of the holy Pſal- 
miſt, whoſe aftectionate Acknowledgements of 
the Goodneſs and Bounty of Gon, in the 
chearful Celebration of his Praiſe, make up a 
conſiderable Part of his divine and raviſhing 
Songs, How often do we find him exciting 
and diſpoſing himſelf to join Voice, and Hand, 
and Heart together in this holy and delightful 
Employment? (a) ** Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul: 
and all that is within me, bleſs his holy name. 
s (b) My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
5s fixed: I will ſing and give praiſe. Awake up 
my glory, awake pſaltery and harp: I myſelf 
3 will awake right early.“ And being con- 
ſcious of his own inſufficiency for the Work, he 
inviteth others unto it, calling in the whole 

Creation to aſſiſt him: (c) O ſing unto the 
5: Lord a new ſong: ſing unto the Lord all the 
5 earth: Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds 
4 of the people, give unto the Lord glory and 
o ſtrength. Praiſe (d) ye the Lord. Pralle ye 
the Lord from the heavens: praiſe him in 
* the beights, Praiſe him, ye ſun and moon: 
| e pPlriiſe 
(a) Pſal. eiii. 1. (3) Pſal. vii. 1, 8. 
(e) Pal, xcvi. 1, 7. (4) Pfal exlviii. 1, Cc. 
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u praiſe him, all ye ſtars of light. Moun- 
n tajns and all hills, fruitful trees, and all ce- 
dars. Beaſts, and all cattle ; creeping things, 
% and flying fowls. (e) Bleſs the Lord all 
* his works, in all places of his dominion,” 
Many ſuch figurative Expreſſions occur, and 
Allowance muſt be made for the poetical 
Strain : but in the Text we have a proper and 
paſſionate wiſh, ** O that men would praiſe 
# the Lord,” &c. l 
* O that men,” &c, Man is the great Prieſt 
of this lower World, by whom all the Ho- 
mage and Service of the other Creatures is to 
be paid to their common Lord and Maker: 
* Cod (f) hath made him to have daminion 
* over the works of his hands: he has put all 
things under his ſeet. All ſheep and oxen ; 
yea and the beaſt of the field, the fowl of the 
* air, and the hih of the ſea, and whatſoever. 
paſſeth through the paths of the ſeas.” And 
the divine Bounty in maintaining of theſe poor 
Creatures redoundeth unto him; and therefore 
it is highly reaſonable that he ſhould pay the 
Tribute of praiſe for them, who are not capa- 
ble to know their Dependence on Gop, or 
their Obligations unto him. (g) * The 
„young lions are ſaid to roar, and ſeek their 
* meat from GoD. (Y) The young ravens do 
* cry unto him.“ But theſe are only the Com- 
plaints of 4” mr Nature, heard and re- 
lieved by the Gop of Nature; but not directly 
£ 1 and 
(e) Pſal. ciii. 22. (J) Pſal. viii. 6, Ce. 
(g) Pfal. civ. 21. (% Job. zxxviii. 41. 
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and particularly addreſſed to him. Man alone is 
capable to entertain Communion with Gop, 
to know his Goodneſs, and to celebrate his 
Praiſe. W | 

O that men would praiſe the Lord. * Praiſe 
isthe Acknowledgment ofthe Goodneſs and Ex- 
cellency of a Perſon ; and though the Deſire of 
it in us, who have nothing of our own-but Folly 
and Sin, and whoſe beſt Performances have a 
miſerable Alloy ef adherent Corruption, be a 
blameable Vanity and Preſumption; yet cer- 
tainly it is highly reaſonable for Gop, who 
is the Author and Fountain of all Good, to 
require and expect it from his Creatures. He 
hath made this great World as a Temple for 
his Honour, and it ſhould continually reſound 
with his Praiſe, It is true, all the Praiſes of 
Men and Angels can add nothing to his Hap- 
pineſs and Glory; yet there is a Fitneſs and 
Congruity in the Thing, and it is our Happi- 
neſs as well as our Duty to perform it; for 
(i) * it is good to ſing praiſes to our Gop; 
* for it is pleaſant, and praiſe is comely.“ 
This is the bleſſed Employment of the holy 
Ones above; and if we ever taſte the Plea- 
ſures of Heaven upon Earth, it is then, when 
our Souls are raviſhed with an overflowirig 
Senſe of the divine Goodneſs, and our Mouths 
are filled with his Praiſe. | 
un O that men would praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs.* All the Attributes of 


- Gop deſerve our higheſt Praiſe ; Power, Wiſ-⸗ 


3 dom, 
li) Pal, clxvii. 1. , 


* 


ik. is bod A. Ct. 
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dom. and Goodneſs, are all one in him ; but 
as we have different Conceptions of theſe, 
Goodneſs is that lovely Attribute which doth 
peculiarly attract our Affection, and excite 
our Praiſe. Our Love to Gop doth not fo 
much flow from the Conſideration of his 
Greatneſs, whereby he can do whateyer he 
will, as from the Conſideration of his Good- 


neſs, that he always willeth what is beſt ; 


that his. almighty Power hath infinite Wiſ- 
dom to regulate it, and unſpeakable Bounty 
to actuate and exert it. | | 
* O that men would praiſe the Lory for 
*s his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men. The divine Good- 
nels doth ſpread and extend itſelf over all the 
Parts of the Univerſe, and embraceth the 
whole Creation in its Arms: It not only diſ- 
playeth itſelf moſt illuſtriouſſy to the bleſſed In- 
habitantsof the regions above, but reacheth alſo 
to the meaneſt Worm that crawleth on the 
Ground. The Beaſts of the Field, and the Fowls 
of the Air, ard the Fiſhes of the Sea, and the 
innumerable Swarms of little Inſects, which we 
can hardly diſcern with our Eyes, are all Sub- 
jects of that almighty Cate: By Him they are 
brought forth into the World; by Him they 
are furniſhed with Proviſion ſuitable for them: 
„ Theſe (4) all wait upon thee,” ſays the 
Pfalmiſt, * that thou mayeſt give them their 
meat in due ſeaſon; that thou giveſt them 
„ they gather: Thou openeſt thy hand, 
Ae e 
(4) Pfal civ. 27. Rs | 
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5s they are filled with good.“ But here, to 
excite us to Thankfulneſs, he makes Choice 


of an 'Inſtance, wherein we ourſelves are 


more nearly concerned, and exhorteth to 
55 praiſe the Lord for his wonderful works to 
55 the children of men. If the Goodneſs of 
Gop to the holy Angels be above our Reach, 
and his Bounty to the inferior Creatures. be 


| below our Notice, yet ſure we muſt be infi- 


nitely dull if we do not obſerve his Dealings 
with ourſelves, and thoſe of our Kind. As 
our Intereſt maketh us more ſenſible of this, 
ſo Gratitude doth oblige us to a more parti- 
cular Acknowledgment of it. 

Thus you have the Meaning and Import- 
ance of the Text. I know not how we can 
better employ the reſt of the Time, than by 
ſuggeſting to your Meditations particular In- 
ſtances of this Goodneſs, and of * his won- 
5: derful works to the children of men.“ Let 


us then reflect on the Works both of Crea- 
tion and Providence; let us conſider in what 
a goodly and well furniſhed World he hath 


placed us; how © he hath ſtretched out the 


. 5 heavens as a curtain over our heads, and 


therein hath ſet a tabernacle: for the ſun,” 
which, as a univerſal Lamp, enlightneth all 
the Inhabitants of the Earth; * his going 
5 forth is from the end of the heaven, his 
55 circuit to the ends thereof, and there is no- 
© thing hid from his heat: In the Morning 


he ariſeth, and makes the Darkneſs flee be- 


fore him, and diſcovereth all the Beauty and 
| Luſtre 
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Luſtre of Things; and truly “* the light is 

* ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes 

to behold the ſun.” Nor is it leſs uſeful and 

advantageous for ditecting our Ways, and or- 

dering our ſeveral Employments: („J) * Man 

* goeth forth to his work, and to his labour 

u until the evening. He maketh darkneſs, 

and it is night: « The Curtains are drawn, 

and all Things huſht into Silence, that Man 

s I may enjoy the more quiet Repoſe; and yet, 

s to leſſen the Horror of Darkneſs, and lighten 

» ſuch as are obliged to travel in the Night, 

- BE while the Sun is enlightening another Part of 
the World, we have the Moon and Stars to 

- | fupply his Room. O give thanks unto, 

| * the Lok p, for he is good: for his mercy : 

y * endureth for ever. To him that by wiſ- 

dom made the heavens : for his, &c. The 

- © moon and ſtars to rule by night: for his, 

t ec. * | 

j- Again, how wonderfully hath he furniſhed 

at this lower world for our Maintenance and Ac- 

h | commodation.? (m) The heavens, even the 

ie heaven of heavens are the Lok p's, but the 

id “ earth hath he given to the children of men. 

„1 * (a) He hath made us to have dominion 

over all the works of his hands; he hath 

g put alt things under our feet; all ſheep and 

is * oxen, yea, and the beaſts of the field, the 

o- 8" fowls of the air, the fiſh of the ſea, and 

ng “ whatfoever paſſeth through the paths of the 

e- FJ 

nd (7) Pſal. civ. 3. () Pſal. cxv. 16. 

re (») Pſal. viii. 6,7,8 
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n ſea.® By the Art and Induſtry of Man 


the ſwifteſt fowls are caught, the fierceſt 
Creatures are tamed, the ſirongeſt Beaſts are 
overcome, and all made ſerviceable unto him. 
The Horſe helpeth our Journey both with 
Speed and Eaſe ; the Oxen labour the Ground 
for us; Sheep afford us Meat and Cloaths ; 
from the Bowels of the Earth we dig Fuel, 
Metals, and Stones, which are ſtill the more 
plentiful, as they are uſeful and advantageous 
to us; thoſe Stones which ſerve for building 
are almoſt every where ready at Hand, whereas 
Rubies and Diamonds, and other ſuch glitter- 
ing Trifles, are found but in a few Places of 
the World, and gotten with a great deal of 
Toil; and to what Hardſhip ſhould all Sorts 
of Artificers be put, if Iron was as ſcanty as 
Gold ? The Surface of the Earth yieldeth 
. 5 Graſs for the Cattle, and Herb for the Ser- 

vice of Man, and Wine that maketh glad 
u the heart of Man, and Bread that ſtrength- 
5 eneth Man's heart.” Theſeit affordeth unto 
us from Time to Time; and while we are 
ſpending the Productions of one Year, God 
is providing for us againſt another; There 
is no ſmall Variety of Seaſons and Influences, 
which concur for the Production of that Corn, 
which we murmur ſo much for when we 
want, and value ſo little when it doth abound, 
The winter Cold 'muſt temper and prepare 
the Earth; the gentle Spring muſt cheriſh 
and ferment the Seed; Vapors{mult be raiſed 
and condenſed into Clouds, and then ſqueezed 
out and ſifted into little Drops, to water and 


— 


Country is eaſily furniſned with the 
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refreſh the Ground; and then the Summer- 
Heat muſt ripen and digeſt the Corn before it 


be fit to be cut down: (o) * Thou viſiteſt the 
s earth, «„ ſaith the Plalmiſt, and watereſt 


u it, thou greatly enricheſt it with the River 


u of God, which is full of Water; thou pre- 
* pareſt them corn, when thau halt ſo pro- 
* vided for it: Thou watereſt the ridges 


u thereof abundantly, thou ſettleſt the furrows 


* thereof, thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, 


thou dleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof, thou 


* crowneft the year with thy goodneſs, and 
u all thy paths Ir rop fatneſs; they drop upon 
5 the paſfuresof the wilderneſs, a4 the little 
3 hills rejoice on every fide ; the paſtures are 
7 cloathed with flocks ; the valleys alſo are 
*s covered _ with corn; they ſhout for joy, 
u they alſo ſing 

« 0 Lu bow wonderful are thy works f 
jn wiſdom haſt thou made them all, the 
earth is full of thy riches. So is the great 
and wide ſea, wherein are creeping things 
 jnnumerable, both ſmall and great fiſhes. 


„ There go the ſhips,” thoſe great Engines 


of Traffic and Commerce, whereby every 
roduc- 


tions of another. And indeed, it is a won- 


derful and aſtoniſhing Contrivance of Nature, 
that Men ſhould be eaſil tranſported to the 
remoteſt Places in ſuch floating Houſes, and 
carried, ſo to ſpeak, upon the Wings of the 
Wind ; ; that they Mould be able to find out 


vi fliers. 


their 


% 


” 
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their Way in the wideſt Ocean and darkeſt MF - 
Night, by the Direction of a trembling 
Needle, and the unaccountable Influence of 
a ſorry Stone. (p) * They that go down 
1 to the ſea in ſhips, that do buſineſs in great } ti 
5 vaters; theſe ſee the works of the LorD, d 
% and his wonders in the deep. For he f 
* commandeth, and raiſeth the ſtormy wind, 
s which lifteth up the waves thereof: They Ne 
* mount up to the heaven, they go down |} * 
again to the deep, their ſoul is melted be- 
5* caule of trouble; they reel to and fro, and 
* ſtagger like a drunken man, and are at 
* their wits end. Then they cry unto the 
* LoRD in their trouble, and he bringeth IN * 
| s them out of their diſtreſſes: He maketh s 
MN the ſtorm a calm, fo that the waves thereof 
| are ſtill, Then they are glad, becauſe they 
are quiet: ſo he bringeth them to their de- 

4 

( 

{ 

| 

| 


* ſired haven. O that men, Ce. 
- But now we are fallen una wares from the 
Works of Creation to thoſe of Providence. 
Indeed it is hard to keep any exact Method 
in a Subject ſo copious, where one Thing 
doth obtrude itſelf upon us, before we have 
done with another. Let us all call back our 
Thoughts to a more orderly Conſideration 
of that bountiful Providence which follow- 
eth us from Time to Time. We are inh- 
nitely indebted to the divine Goodneſs before 
we ſee the Light of the World. (2) * He 
5 poureth us out as milk, and curdleth us like 
. * cheeſe 


(2) Plal, CVile 23. (0 Jab x. 10, 
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cheeſe. He cloaths us with ſkin and fleſh, 


u and fenceth us with bones and ſinews. He 


u granteth us life and favour, and his viſita- 
s tion preſerveth our ſpirit.“ This is ſo en- 
tircly the Work of God, that the Parents 
do not ſo much as underſtagd how it is per- 
formed ; for * who knoweth the way of the 
u Spirit, u how it cometh to enliven a Piece 
of Matter, or how the bones do grow in the 
u womb of her that is with child? I (7) will 
u praiſe thee,” ſaith the Pſalmiſt, ** for I am 
u fearfully and - wonderfully made; marvel- 
u lous are thy works, and that my ſoul know- 
u eth right well. My ſubſtance was not hid 
u from thee, when I was made in ſecret, and 
5 curiouſly wrought in the loweſt parts of the 
u earth. Thine eyes did fee my ſubſtance, 
u yet being imperfet; and in thy book were 
u all my members written, which in conti- 
nuance were faſhioned, when as yet there 
* was none of them. How precious alſo are 
u thy thoughts unto me, O Gop, how great 
u js the ſum of them!” Ac. Nine Months 
ordinarily paſs in the forming of this curious 
and wonderful Piece, before it be expoſed t 
the View of the World; and then the Pri- 
ſoner is releaſed from that narrow Confine- 
ment, and the Mother and the Child are de- 
livered together. The Mother “ forgetteth 
her Anguiſh and Pangs, for joy that a man- 
u child is born into the world ;* the poor In- 
fant is naked and weak, ready to expire 


( r) Pſal, cxxxix. 14. 
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for Hunger and Cold, unable to do any Thing 
for itſelf but weep and cry : But He that 
brought it into the World, hath already pro- 
vided for its Suſtentation in it ; the Mother's 
Breaſts are filled with a wholeſome and deli. 
cious Liquor, which faileth not from Time to 
Time, but is inviſibly ſupplied, like the Wi- 
dow of Sarepta's Oil, till the Child becomes 
capable of ſtronger Food. 5 
But it was not enough that Mothers ſhould 
be enabled to ſuſtain their Infants, unſfeſs 
they had been alſo powerfully inclined unto 
it; and therefore G o Þ hath implanted thoſe 
Bowels of Kindneſs and Compaſſion, which 
prompts them to the moſt tender and affec- 
tionate Care, and makes them as ready to 
help their Childrens Neceffities as their own; 
which though it do hardly deſerve the Name 
of a Virtue, being common to them with the 
+ Brutes, (s) * for even the ſea-monſters draw 
7 out the breaſt, and give ſuck to their young ;* 
et certainly it is an Effect of the divine 
iſdom, that Infants may not want thoſe 
Succours which would never have been fo 
effectually ſecured to them by a Law. Mean 
while the poor Infant is ſo weak, and fo un- 
i able to endure the leaſt Violence, and withal 
0 expoſed to ſuch innumerable Dangers, that the 
4 Mother's Solicitude and Care would be to 
little Purpoſe, if it were not preſerved by a 


1 higher and inviſible Power, which watcheth 
il for its Safety, when the Mother and Nurſe 


; | are 
) Lam. iv. 3. 


2 Fr,, Ac a ea 1 . 


ſmall is the Diſtance betwixt a wiſe Man and 
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>" aſleep, and keeps it from being over- 
laid. 

As we grow in Vears, our Neceſſities mul- 
tiply, and Dangers increaſe rather than di- 
miniſh ; and we are ſtill more and more 
obliged to Gop for the Supply of the one, 
and our Preſervation from the other, We 
think, perhaps, we bave now ſet up for our- 
ſelves, and can provide what is neceſſary by 
our own Induſtry, and keep ourſelves out of 
Harm's Way; but there cannot be a more 
fooliſh and unreaſonable Thought; there need- 
eth but a little Conſideration to undeceive us. 
All that we project and do for ourſelves, de- 
pendeth on the . of our Faculties, and 
the Soundneſs of our Reaſon, which is a Hap- 


- pineſs we can never ſecure unto ourſelves, 


I choſe this Inſtance the rather, becauſe it 
is a Mercy invaluable in itſelf, and I fear very 
ſeldom conſidered by us. O what an un- 
ſpeakable Bleſſing it is, that we are preſerved 
in our right Wits, that we are not roaring in 
ſome Bedlam, or running furiouſly up and 
down the Streets, nor have our Spirits ſunk 
into that Sillineſs or Stupidity, which would 
make every little Child to mock and deride 
us ! It is poſſible enough that this ſhould be- 
fal the wiſeſt and moſt. ſtedfaft of us all. A 
Stroke on the Head, a few more Degrees of 
Heat in the Blood, or- Agitation of the vital 
Spirits, were enough to do the Buſineſs ; © 
weak and mutable Creatures are we; ſo 
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a Fool. Next to the Uſe of our Reaſon, 
how much are we indebted to the divine 
Goodneſs for our Health and Welfare ? 
Theſe Bodies of ours are made up of fo va- 
rious Parts, and withal, fo nice and delicate, 
that the leaſt thing in the World is enough 
to entangle and diſorder them, A Drop of 
Humour, or a Grain of Sand, will ſometimes 
occaſion ſuch Anguiſh and Pain, as to render 
a Man inſenſible of all the Comforts he en- 
joyeth in the World: And they who under- 
ftand any thing of the human Body, will 
juſtly wonder that all the Parts are kept in 
order for an Hour. What a Mercy ought we 
therefore to account it, to find ourſelves 
in Health and Vigour; no Aching in our 
Head, no Noiſomneſs in our Stomach, no 
Fever in the Blood, none of the Humours 
vitiated, none of thoſe innumerable Conduits 
broken which convey them ; but all the Or- 
gans performing their proper Functions, and 
a ſpritely Vigour poſſeſſing every Part! 
How much are we indebted to that Provi- 
dence' which preſerveth us from Falls and 
Bruiſes, and © keepeth all our Bones, ſo that 
none of them are broken ;* which watcheth 
over us when we are afleep, and careth for us 
when we are not able to care for ourſelves ! 
What a Blefling is it to enjoy the Repoſe of 
the Night! that we are not wearied with end- 
leſs Toſſings and Rollings, nor * ſcared with 
dreams, and terrified with viſions,” whereof 
holy Jeb complains; that we are protected 
| | from 
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from Fire and Violence: from evil Spirits, 
and from evil Men. * I will both lay me 
© down in peace, and ſleep, for thou, LokD, 
u that makeſt me to dwell in ſafety e And 
what ſhall we ſay of cur Food and Raiment, 
of our Houſes, and manifold Accommodations, 
of the Kindneſs of our Neighbours, and the 
Love of our Friends, of all the Means of our 
Subſiſtence, and all the Comforts of our Lives ! 
We are made up as it were, of a great many 
ſeveral Pieces, have ſuch a Vatiety of Intereſts 
and Enjoyments concurring to our preſent Hap- 
pineis, that it is an unſpeakable Goodneſs 
which continueth them all with us from Time 
to Time; that when we awake in the Morn- 
ing, we ſhould find our Minds clear, our 
Bodies well, our Houſes ſafe, all our Friends 
in Health, and all our Intereſts ſecure, * He 
1 is a wall of fire about us, and about all that 
* we have, by night and by day; and his mer- 
u cies are new every morning. I cannot 
ſtand to ſpeak of all thoſe more public Mer- 
cies, the Peace and Tranquillity of Kingdoms, 
and all the happy Effects of Society ad Go- 
vernment : I ſhall only ſay, that it is a ſignal 
Inſtance of the: divine Wildom and Goodneſs 
in the Government of the World, that ſuch a 
vaſt Number of Perſons, only acted by Self- 
love, ſhould all conſpire for the public Intereſt, 
and ſo eminently advance one another's Wel- 
fare: that Magiſtrates ſhould ſo willingly un- 
dergo the Trouble of Government, and that a 

head y 
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heady and inconſiderate Multitude ſhould be 
commanded and over-awed by a ſingle Man; 
certainly it can be no other but that ſame 
Gop, * who ſtilleth the noiſe of the waves,” 
that can prevent or compoſe © the tumults of 
u the people.” | EY xt ought 
Hitherto we have conſidered thoſe Inſtan- 
ces of the divine Bounty which relate to our 
temporal Concerns ; but ſure we were made 
for ſome higher and more excellent End than 
to paſs a few Months or Years'in this World; 
to eat, drink, ſleep, and die. Gop hath 
deſigned us for a more laſting and durable Life, 
and hath accordingly made greater Proviſions 
for it: He taketh Care of our very Bodies, 
but hath an infinitely greater Regard to thoſe 
ſpiritual and immortal Subſtances which he 
hath breathed into us. And here, in all Rea- 
ſon, we ought to begin with that great and 
fundamental Mercy, which is the Root and 
Spring of all his other Mercies towards the 
Souls of Men, I mean, the Incarnation, and 
the Death of his only begotten Son. But alas! 
where are thoſe Affections wherewith that 
ſhould be ſpoken and heard? Our Dulneſs 
makes me almoſt afraid to meddle, with ſo 
high a Theme; that the eternal Son of God, 
the Wiſdom of the Father, 'the Maker, and 
Lord of all Things, ſhould cloath himſelf 
with the Infirmities of the human Nature, 
and come down from the Habitation of his 
Glory, and take up his Abode among the 
wretched 
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wretched and rebellious Children of Men, to 
reclaim them from their Wickedneſs and 
Folly, and reduce them to their Duty and 
their Happineſs ; that he ſhould have gone 
up and down in the World upwards of thirty 
Years, in Poverty, Affliction, and Contempt; 
doing Good, and ſuffering Evil, ſcattering 
Bleftings, and enduring Injuries wherever he 
came; and at laſt, ſhould have yielded up his 
Life in unſpeakable Anguith and Torment, 
to be a Propitiation for our Sins. . Theſe are 
Matters which ought never to be ſpoken or 
heard, without loſing ourſelves, as it were, 
in a Rapture of Admiration, Gratitude, and 
Love. „ O the breadth, length, depth, and 
# heighth of that love which paſſeth all know- 
edge zu which made God afſume our Na- 
ture, that we might become Partakers of his! 
It is true, all that our bleffed Saviour hath done 
and ſuffered, proveth ineffectual to the great- 
eſt Part of Mankind; but ſure they have them- 
ſelves to blame: Gop hath both * faid and 
ſworn, that he hath no pleaſure in the death 
of ſinners, but would have them rather re- 
 pent and livez” and indeed, his Way of 
dealing with them, doth ſufficiently declare 
the ſame : With what long-ſuffering Patience 
doth he wait for their Repentance, what Pains 
doth he take to reclaim them! 

It is an aſtoniſhing Thing to conſider, what 
Indignities and Affronts are every Day done 
unto that infinite Majeſty by ſinful Duſt and 
Aſhes, and that he doth not avenge himſelf * 


by 
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by their total Overthrow ; that they ſhouid 
violate his Laws, and deſpiſe his T hreatnings, 
and defy him, as it were, unto his very Face; 
and yet he ſhou'd pity and ſpare them, and 
wait to be gracious unto them. Were the 
Government of the World committed to the 
meekeſt Perſon on the Face of the Earth, he 7 
would never endure the Outrages which are 
committed againſt Heaven, but would pre- 
ſently loſe all his Patience, and turn the R 
whole Frame into Ruin: But Gop is Love: . 


5% his thoughts and ways are not like thoſe of 1 
* men: but as the heavens are higher than Wl .. 
5: the earth, ſo are his thoughts and ways WW ... 
# higher than ours.“ And when the obſtinate I _ 


Wickedneſs of ſinful Creatures doth, as it 
were, force and extort Puniſhments from his 1 
Hands, what Reluctancy, what Unwillingnels 7 
doth he expreſs to this Work? This ſtrange 
and unnatural Work, as he himſelf ſeems to 
term it, * How ſhall I give thee up, O A 
* Ephraim? How ſhall I give thee up! O 


* that my people had hearkened unto me: S 
n that lirael had known mv ways! O Je- 
5 ruſalem ! O Jeruſalem l He. | 8 
Again, as Gop waiteth patiently for our , 
Reformation, fo he doth make Uſe of many . 
Methods and Means to bring us into it., 
He hath publiſhed the Goſpel through the FW 
World, and brought down the Knowledge 
of it to our Days, in ſpite of all the Oppo- b. 
ſition of Devils and Men; he hath eſtabliſhed 
| a 
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a Church, and appointed a whole Order of 
Men. whoſe peculiar Calling and Buſineſs in 
the World is to take Care of Peoples Souls, 
to inſtruct them in the Way to Heaven, and 
as * ambaſſadors in CHr1sT's ſtead to be- 
ſeech them to be reconciled unto Gon." 
Theſe are ſome of his common Mercies ; but 
who can expreſs that Favour and Love which 
he ſheweth to his own, to thoſe blefled Per- 
ſuns whom he chuſeth, and cauſeth to approach 
unto himſelf; when he reſcueth them from 
the Vanity of their Converſation, and * that 
3 pollution which is in the world through 
„ Luſt zu when he mouldeth their Souls unto 
a Conformity with himſelf, and ſtampeth his 
bleſſed Image upon them; when he viſiteth 
them with his holy Spirit, and filleth their 
Hearts with thoſe hidden Pleaſures, which 
none can underſtand but thoſe that feel them : 
A ſtranger intermedleth not with their joy. 
And yet even theſe are but the Earneſt of that 
great Felicity for which he hath deſigned us; 
u thoſe joys that are at his right hand, thoſe 
u pleaſures that endure for evermore. Eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor can' it 
5 enter into the heart of man to conceive 
what Gop hath prepared for thoſe that love 
u him: and it doth not yet appear what we 


„ ſhall be.“ Mean while, thoſe ſmall and im- 
perſect Diſcoveries which are made to us in 
the holy Scriptures of that inconceivable Hap- 
pineſs, are enough to overwhelm. us with Ad- 
HER miration 
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miration and Wonder. To think that the 
bleſſed Day is coming, when we ſhall be 
looſed from theſe dull and lumpiſh Bodies, 
theſe Sinks of Corruption, Diſeaſes and Pains, 
theſe Priſons and Dungeons of our heaven- 


born Souls, and being clcathed with Robes of | 


Light and Glory, ſhall get above the Clouds, 


and all theſe Storms and Tempeſts which are I 


here below; and be carried into thoſe bleſſed 
Regions of Calmneſs and Serenity, of Peace 
and Joy, of Happineſs and Security; when we 
ſhall come * unto the innumerable Company 
u of Angels, and the general aſſembly of the 
5 church of the firſt-born, and to the ſpirits 
5s of juſt men made perfect; and to Jesvs 
3 the mediator of the new covenant,” there 
to behold the Glory of Gop, and all the 
Splendor of the Court of Heaven; to view 
and contemplate that infinite Power which 
created the World, that unſearchable Wiſdom 
which ordereth all Things, that unſpeakable 
Goodneſs which exerteth both; nay, (z) 1 fo 
5 to ſee Gop as to become like unto him. 
5 (u) And beholding with open face the glory 
of the LoRD, to be changed into the ſame 


5 image from glory to glory.“ To receive the 


continual Illapſes of the divine Goodneſs, and 
the conſtant Expreflions of his Favour and 
Love; and to have our own Souls melted and 
diſſolved into the Flames of reciprocal Aﬀec- 
tion, and that Fire fed and nouriſhed by unin- 
terrupted Enjoyments; in a Word, to be 

continually 


% 1 John iii, 2. (#) 2 Cor, iv. 18. 
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ntinually tranſported into Extaſies and Rap- 
ures, and ſwallowed up in the Embraces of 
ternal Sweetneſs, and to be loſt as it were in 
he Source and Fountain of Happineſs and 
Bliſs ! * Lord, (x) what is man that thou 
takeſt knowledge of. him? or the fon of 
of man, that thou makeſt ſuch account of 
him? (5) What is man, that thou-ſhouldft 
= thus magnify him? And that thou ſhouldft 
# ſet thine heart ſo much upon him? O that 
men Would therefore praiſe the Lok o for 
his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works 

to the children of men! O give thanks 

unto the LoRD, for he is good, for his 
* mercy. endureth for ever. Bleſſed be the 
* name- of the Loxp from this time forth, 
and for evermore. Amen. 


(x) Pil. exliv. 3. (9) Job vii. 17. 
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